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Supply and of Ways and Means on the British model. Chapter
Moreover, the British conventional rule, which rests at    	1
Westminster on resolutions of the Commons, that no
money measure can be considered save on the recom-
mendation of the Crown, is formally enacted as law in
the Dominion constitutions, as is the principle of the
annual session of Parliament. The smaller size of the
Dominion Parliaments, and the less complex character
of the operations which they control,  enable the
members to exercise a more intelligent criticism over
the estimates, but it must not be assumed that this
is necessarily a wholly good thing. In fact the press-
ure of electors on members and that of members on
the Government are continuously exerted to enforce
expenditures of unwise and wasteful character on
various forms of public works, especially when an
election is near. A Canadian member has been able to
assure his electorate at a by-election that there is a
schedule of what will be done for the district if he is
returned, and that if he is not nothing will be ex-
pended; and the application of money for roads was
long a decisive factor in securing popularity and re-
election in Newfoundland. Some efforts have had to be
made to counter this evil; thus in the Commonwealth
and in New South Wales, as has been seen, the fact that
the upper house must be consulted has led to the evolu-
tion of the system of setting up Committees on which
both houses have representation to which all proposals
for public works exceeding £25,000 or £20,000 must be
referred, so that the projects may be examined dis-
passionately and carefully with full investigation of
the estimates submitted by the departmental chiefs
and experts. The Union has the plan of establishing a

